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LOCAL WOMEN’S CLUB TAPS PCF TO
MANAGE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The College Women’s Club of
Pasadena (CWCP) is truly an historic
organization. “What we share as Club
members is a passion to give back to
the community. To deliver on that
goal, we set up the CWCP Scholarship
Foundation to assist deserving female
students pursuing a college or graduate
education,” said Annie Steidl, Club
President. The Club, originally formed
in 1921, has 80 current members who
raise funds though events, a boutique
and donations. The current value of
their endowment is $1.2 million.
The CWCP Foundation allocates
financial aid to approximately 10 fulltime students each year who need help
completing their college or graduate
education. Over the years, the CWCP
Foundation has provided more than
$1 million to support 578 female
students attending one of eight local
colleges or universities.
The scholarship recipients are all
incredibly grateful for the support.

Above: The College Women’s
Club of Pasadena Scholarship
Foundation Committee

As one recently said “Being a single
mother has its hardships, but I
desperately want this education to
provide a better life for me and my
children. Thank you.”
The Club wants to be able to support
college and graduate students for
years to come. They recently made the
decision to transfer the scholarship
foundation funds to the Pasadena
Community Foundation (PCF). “We
are partnering with PCF because of
its excellent reputation in managing
charitable funds, and the high caliber
of the Board,” said Carol Numrich,
Club Treasurer. Club members will
continue to stay involved in awarding
scholarships.

PCF Executive Director, Jennifer DeVoll;
Foundation President, Marilyn SiemonBurgeson and Club President, Annie Steidl

The College Women’s Club also
features a travel group, a movie group,
and a book review group. “The women
in the Club support education, but
we also support each other. That’s the
heart of CWCP,” said Annie.

If you are interested in exploring membership opportunities
with the College Women’s Club, please contact Club President:
Annie Steidl at orphanannie@sbcglobal.net

In 2016, the College Women’s Club
of Pasadena Scholarship Foundation
awarded scholarships to nine women:
Madison Gilbertson and Megan Cser,
both of Fuller Theological Seminary
• Jean Abai of Pasadena City
College • Jacqueline Postajian and
Suthasinee Virnig, both of Glendale
Community College• Jasmine Ceron
of East Los Angeles Community
College • Michelle Kim of Art
Center College of Design • Manasa
Ashok of Cal Tech • Kayla Currier of
Occidental College
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NEW BOARD MEMBERS

NICHOLAS GEORGE
RODRIGUEZ
Nicholas’ passion for helping those in
need came directly from his family. His
mother was present at the founding
of El Centro de Accion Social in 1968,
a grassroots Pasadena nonprofit that
provided resources to a low-income
Spanish speaking community.
Nicholas started volunteering in El
Centro’s programs while at Polytechnic
High School and then in the summers
when home from Cornell University
and Boalt Hall School of Law. When
he returned to El Centro as a lawyer
in 1977, it was his full-time passion.
Nicholas applied for and received two grants from the Pasadena
Community Foundation, for a Xerox and offset machines, allowing
El Centro to effectively serve the community with educational and
training programs. “These two grants were a genuine lifeline to El
Centro. Everyone involved was truly grateful to PCF for the support.”
“I am humbled to be part of an organization filled with such
extraordinary people and one which made such a difference in my
own public service,” said Nicholas.
In 1989, Nicholas became a Deputy City Attorney for the City of
Pasadena, where he worked for more than two decades, eventually
becoming the Chief Assistant. “As a City employee,” Nicholas shared,
“I worked to help ensure that local government treated everyone
equally and in a respectful way.”

“I am humbled to be part of an organization filled
with such extra-ordinary people and one which
made such a difference in my own public service.”

Nicholas is presently serving as a Special Assistant to the City
Pasadena Manager, working on an interim basis during a transition
time for the City.
Nicholas has five children. Two are grown; his oldest son is an
attorney; his daughter works for Wells Fargo, and she has two
young children. Nicholas also has three daughters at home, ages 5,
8 and 9. Nicholas is an active partner in raising them with his wife,
Patricia Jazmines, who also has a full professional life, currently
with Optera Energy.
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PHYLLIS CRANDON
Phyllis Crandon and her family have always
enjoyed all the cultural activities that
Pasadena has to offer. It’s also important to
the Crandons to be part of a community that
helps those less fortunate.

“It gives me the opportunity
to be part of a wonderful team
and to be able to give back
to Pasadena, a place that has
given so much to my family.”

Over the past 35 years, Phyllis has been
actively involved with a number of local
organizations, including the San Gabriel
Valley Estate Planning Council, the Fiduciary
Roundtable of San
Gabriel Valley, the
Huntington Library
Planned Giving
Committee, and
several others.
For many, that
would be a full plate,
but Phyllis wanted
to find a way to
broaden the level of
her contributions
to the community.
When the opportunity came along for Phyllis
to join the PCF Board, she immediately said
yes. “It gives me the opportunity to be part of
a wonderful team and to be able to give back
to Pasadena, a place that has given so much
to my family,” explained Phyllis.
Phyllis has been working in the Financial
Services Industry for more than 35 years.
Currently, she is a Senior Private Banker for
the Wells Fargo Private Bank in Pasadena.
Phyllis’s husband Dave, currently retired,
is actively involved with the Verdugo Hills
Arts Association. They live in La Cañada
where they raised their two sons, Philip and
Charles.

GRANTS IN ACTION

PCF HELPS READING PARTNERS PROGRAM EXPAND
Only 15% of fourth graders from low-income families can
read at grade level proficiency in Los Angeles. Studies have
shown that kids who cannot read proficiently by 4th grade
are more likely to face lifelong social and economic struggles.
Reading Partners targets under-resourced schools and
empowers students to improve their reading skills through
a unique curriculum. Reading Partners and their amazing
cadre of volunteers works with over 250 kids in six Pasadena
elementary schools to help them significantly increase their
reading proficiency.
K – 4th grade teachers are asked to refer children who are
1-24 months behind their grade level in reading skills. Once
enrolled in the program, each child comes to the dedicated
Reading Partners room twice per week for one-on-one
tutoring with a Reading Partners volunteer.
Based on research conducted by an external evaluation, the
Reading Partners’ students significantly increase their rate
of learning for every month they participate in the program.
Pasadena teachers agree that most children show dramatic
improvement after just 10 weeks of tutoring, often catching
up to the rest of the class.

Reading Partners was one of four 2015 grantees from
the Pasadena Community Foundation’s Education Grants
Program which funds academic intervention programs that
have measurable impact for K-12 youth in the public schools.

Reading Partners has plans to add four additional elementary
schools by 2018, bringing the total to 10 schools in Pasadena.
Recruiting more volunteers to support this expansion is a
priority. If you are interested in volunteering, check out the
program at http://readingpartners.org/volunteer

THE IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER IS PERMANENT
Yes, the IRA charitable rollover is now permanent for 2016 and future years. Making a
direct rollover from your IRA to a charity may save you taxes if you have a traditional IRA,
are over the age of 70 ½ and plan to make charitable contributions this year.
While a charitable deduction is not allowed for the charitable rollover, neither is it included
in income. Avoiding this income will save taxes if the increase in AGI would create:
• A liability for the 3.8% Medicare Surtax on investment income,
• A reduction in the medical expense deduction, or
• A reduction in itemized or miscellaneous deductions.
A charitable rollover would also save taxes if:
• No charitable deduction is allowed because the standard deduction is being taken, or
• Other income is insufficient to fully allow the charitable contribution deduction in
the current year.
Qualified charitable rollovers of up to $100,000 for each individual are eligible for exclusion
from income and are deducted from your Required Minimum Distribution. Rollovers
to certain private foundations, donor advised funds, and some non-public charities are not
eligible for the beneficial treatment. Please review your decision with your tax advisor.

William H. Hranchak, CPA
with Temo Arjani, LLP,
is a member of PCF’s
Professional Advisors
Committee.

— By William H. Hranchak
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BE 1 IN 100
Campaign

PCF is growing our
Endowment Builders to
100 families. With a gift
of $10,000 you can
endow your passion and
support Pasadena.

DAVID & MARGARET MGRUBLIAN
ENDOWMENT
One of things Margaret and
David Mgrublian love most about
Pasadena is the large number
of nonprofits that respond to
so many needs. That give back
culture is an important reason
why she and David live in
Pasadena. “We love giving back to
the Pasadena community, a place
that has given us so much,” said
David & Margaret Mgrublian
Margaret. “We are truly thankful
for how welcoming Pasadena has been to the Armenian community.”

Getting to Know PCF
Board chair, Judy Gain recently
hosted a reception to introduce
people to the work of PCF and
deepen their understanding
of the Foundation’s role as a
philanthropic resource.

Glenn & Carol Pomerantz and Betsey Tyler

Margaret joined the Pasadena Community Foundation Board in 2013, and
she has visited a number of local nonprofits with Jennifer and the team
from PCF. These visits provided Margaret with insight regarding how well
the Foundation staff understands the needs in the community, and how to
best provide support.
Margaret and David recently set up the David & Margaret Mgrublian
Endowment with PCF as a way to give back to the community for years
to come. “We simply wanted to help the people in our community to make
it a nicer place to live,” said Margaret. She appreciates how the endowed
fund will grow in the coming years, while providing annual gifts to local
nonprofits.
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Marguerite Hennacy, Judy Whiting and
Ginny Cushman

